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the modern era.  MRBrown 1996 

 

Saint Patrick was born in 
Britain of a Romanized family 
and flourished in the 5th 
century in Britain and Ireland.  
He became the patron saint and 
national apostle of Ireland. 

 

 

Source: Tarlach O’Raifeartaigh 
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Saint Patrick is credited with 
bringing Christianity to Ireland 
and is probably responsible in 
part for the Christianization 
of the Picts and Anglo-Saxons. 

 

 

Source: Tarlach O’Raifeartaigh 
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Saint Patrick is known only 
for two short works composed 
in Latin: Confessio, a spiritual 
autobiography, and Epistula ad 
Coroticum, a Letter to 
Coroticus, a denunciation of 
British mistreatment of Irish 
Christians. 

 

Source: Tarlach O’Raifeartaigh 
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At age 16, Patrick was seized 
by Irish raiders from the villa 
of his father, Calpurnius, a 
deacon and minor local 
official, and carried into 
slavery in Ireland. 

 

Source: Tarlach O’Raifeartaigh 
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As a young man, Patrick spent 
six bleak years in slavery, 
working as a herdsman in 
Ireland until he “heard” in a 
dream that the ship in which 
he was to escape Ireland was 
docked in an Irish port and 
ready to sail to Britain. Thus, 
he fled his master and found 
passage to Britain. 

Source: Tarlach O’Raifeartaigh 
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The adjective “sanctus” means 
“holy” or “saintly” in Classical 
Latin. 

“Patricius” – meaning “Patrick” 
-  is a Declension 2 Latin Noun 
in the Masculine Gender. 

 

Source: Trauptman’s Latin 
Dictionary 
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The best-known passage in 
Saint Patrick’s Confessio, his 
spiritual autobiography in 
Latin, tells of a dream, after 
his escape from slavery in 
Ireland, in which one 
Victoricus delivered him a 
letter titled “The Voice of the 
Irish.” 

Source: Tarlach O’Raifeartaigh 
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Despite his doubts about the 
extent of his religious 
education and his abilities to 
convert the Irish tribes to 
Christianity, Saint Patrick did 
heed the voice of Victoricus in 
the dream guiding him to 
return to Ireland and to work 
amoung the uncivilized Irish. 

Source: Tarlach O’Raifeartaigh 


